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Reason for change
Initial Issue
Aligned response to section 2.1Size of Proposed Green Space to
BwD PDF and inserted additional
photograph in Appendix 2

In the Sustainability Appraisal for the Blackburn with Darwen Local Plan
Part 2: Site Allocations and Development Management Policies SA
Report April 2015. This Site is marked as Protected Open Space (see
Appendix 1) and this document states that:
The NPPF (National Planning policy Framework) identifies the
importance of the social role of the planning system, which is defined as
‘supporting vibrant and healthy communities’, with a ‘core planning
principle’ being to ‘take account of and support local strategies to improve
health, social and cultural wellbeing for all’. The NPPF also outlines that
high quality open spaces should be protected or their loss mitigated,
unless a lack of need is established.

Appendix 1 – Documentation showing the field as a playing field and as Protected
Open Space.

O/S map showing land designated as playing fields in 1931

Land registry document showing the field marked as playing fields in 1962

Map from the Sustainability Appraisal for the Blackburn with Darwen Local Plan Part 2:
Site Allocations and Development Management Policies SA Report April 2015. The Site is
marked as Protected Open Space.

Appendix 2 – Site Photographs

Google maps aerial view showing the Playing field in relation to the golf course and to
Whitehall Road.

One of the many newts that breed in the garden ponds just beyond the tree hedge at the
Northern edge of the field.

Roe Deer grazing on the golf course just behind the field. They are occasionally spotted on
the field itself.

Residents and pets use the field extensively throughout the year.

Residents showing support for the campaign to save the field as Green Space.
Jan 05 2020

I’m responding further to the email request of 20th November, with an accompanying attachment, received
from Mr Tony Hopwood.
This public access site at Whitehall Road, Blackburn has no county, national or international wildlife
designation and such data as we have suggests that it wouldn’t currently qualify at those levels.
Consequently, it’s not a priority for us in terms of its direct value for nature conservation per se.
However, we would support the retention of this site at Whitehall Road, northern Blackburn as accessible
semi-natural greenspace important for local people if the designating authority accepts your and other
verifiable evidence of such local importance.
One of our objectives is to maintain and improve access to nature for everyone across the county and two
city regions that we cover. Regrettably, we currently have no core charitable or external funding available
to deliver a dedicated project to assess and deliver that within Blackburn with Darwen Borough (and most
of the 25 other local government districts for which we have a charitable remit), so no means to assess
suitable sites ourselves.
Examples of externally funded projects connecting people with nature that we are consequently able
deliver in other parts of our sub-region may be found on our website, here; with supporting evidence on
The Wildlife Trusts’ national website, here.
Season’s Greetings

Dave
David Dunlop
Conservation Officer for Central & Western Lancashire
(Blackburn with Darwen, Chorley, Preston, South Ribble, West Lancashire)

Mob: NONE

:
The Wildlife Trust for Lancashire, Manchester & North Merseyside
(Blackburn with Darwen, Blackpool, Bolton, Burnley, Bury, Chorley, Fylde, Hyndburn, Knowsley, Lancaster,
Liverpool, Manchester, Oldham, Pendle, Preston, Ribble Valley, Rochdale, Rossendale, St Helens, Salford,
Sefton, South Ribble, West Lancashire, Wigan, Wyre)
“The Movie”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aB9OdwBbEMI&t=2s
Our Web Site: www.lancswt.org.uk
Our Irish Sea Living Seas website: www.livingseasnw.org.uk
We’re a local membership charity: joining details are online at: http://www.lancswt.org.uk/membership.
See www.wildlifetrusts.org for details of The Wildlife Trusts’ national campaigns for a #WilderFuture.
https://www.lancswt.org.uk/wilder-future-campaign/wind-in-the-willows

I have also seen other families who travel to use the field. The family have children with learning disabilities
and Autism, where they have the opportunity to utilise the pace to burn their energy.
My neighbour has a daughter currently aged seven and has recently been diagnosed with ADHD and
Autism. The family moved to the home when their daughter L was aged two. Her mother informed me that
L can be up between 03:00 -04:00am. However having the open space at the back she can take her daughter
out where L can roam around and burn her energy. This in return allows her mother and family to have some
form of respite. Without the open space it would impact on the whole family and would also negatively
impact on L causing behaviours that challenge.
I also use the field to walk my cats, they are a rare breed therefore I am unable to let them out freely.
I also see families with their pets on the field.
I now have an 8-year-old son whom has the opportunity to exercise, run play and meet other young children.
The field allows them to have the opportunity to keep occupied and prevent crime in later life as they have
the resource to keep occupied and safe.
It is a great asset to have not only does it ensure my children’s safety being nearby where I can see them at
all times. It allows them to have fresh air, exercise, promote their wellbeing, spend less time on their
consoles and improves their mental wellbeing. Daily exercise on the field reduces the likelihood of obesity
and promoting health and well-being from an early onset will be part of their life and they can then pass it
on t0 other individuals which will have a positive impact at a later stage of life.
It is also nice to see the Canadian geese and wild ducks on the field. On the odd occasion early hours of the
morning I have also had the opportunity to see deer on the field.
I have also had newts in my garden from the field. Therefore not only has the field had a good use for
humans it continues to benefit our wildlife.
Rahana Ismail
213 Revidge Rd
Blackburn
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

To whom it may concern
We are a family of 6 comprising of 4 young children who always enjoy time spent on the playing field. Even
though our property has a good size garden, the field provides the children with opportunities to socialise
and play with others from the local area. They often speak fondly of finding dens and secret hideaways
together. During the summer months they often ride up and down the field and join in with ball games.
As a parent the field gives us piece of mind knowing they are away from cars and other hazards on the road
whilst enjoying outdoor activities.
It is an area used daily by dog walkers & for recreation. It is one of the reasons we purchased our property
and I’m sure others did too. It would be absolutely devastating to find this Safe Space become a congested
housing development.
Kind Regards
Mr & Mrs Amin
14 Whitehall Road,
Blackburn
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Sheila Gutteridge/Whitehall Road
I have lived in the area for forty three years now, twenty of them on Whitehall Road. When my boys were
at school, at St Silas's, they used to walk up here to practise football on the green. Just the walk up here was
so good for their fitness levels - something the government is all too keen to inform us that we need to do in
order to keep our children fit and healthy and not obese.
When we moved here I walked my dogs, the boys played there all the time in a safe environment, not too far
from home. we have built snowmen, set off fireworks and honed our skills with remote controlled cars. I
hope to be doing that in the future with my new granddaughter!
The trees skirting the area give wildlife a small but essential place to call home and surely we should be
hanging on to the trees we already have for the sake of our planet? Perhaps we should be planting more?
Spaces like this used to be called the lungs of our towns and cities and yet now they are being filled in to
choke us at every turn.
The exit from Whitehall Road onto Revidge, is one of the most dangerous we experience each day. I cannot
imagine what sort of chaos a further forty or so residents would create each day, especially at school run
time. It will surely result in more accidents! There is nowhere for these extra cars to park either, as it is
already sometimes difficult to find spaces.
I do hope you will think again about the unsuitability of our green space for your plans.
Regards
Sheila Gutteridge
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Ms Woodruff of 5 Ravenswing Ave - myself, daughter and dog use the field most days for dog walks. My
daughter and her friends play there on weekends, afterschool and in the holidays. As a lone female walking
my dog I feel safe there especially as I was approached in corporation park last year whilst walking my
young puppy by 3 young males who thankfully were disturb by another dog walker. My daughter and I
regularly see the ducks walking around on there and enjoy playing there. It’s a safe fun place to build
snowmen and play in the snow too which we have done on several occasions
Many Thanks
Liz
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Whitehall Road - Green space
We use this area daily on several occasions to walk our dog (& 5 cats who usually accompany him). It is a
quiet safe area where he can sometimes be let off his lead.
Our grand daughters regularly play there too. Again it is a local safe space where they can enjoy outdoor
play. Sadly the local park is not.
It is a quiet peaceful area of tranquility which benefits greatly the local residents & children
Regards
Trevor & Helan Robins
197 Revidge Rd
Blackburn
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Appendix 4 – References.
Planning References
Natural England (Accessible Natural Greenspace Standard)
English Nature Research Report No. 153, Accessible Natural Greenspace in Towns and Cities
(Harrison et al., 1995)
National Planning Framework: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planningpolicy-framework--2
Sustainability Appraisal for the Blackburn with Darwen Local Plan Part 2: Site Allocations and
Development Management Policies SA Report April 2015.

Wellbeing References
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/nature-health-and-wild-wellbeing#evidence
https://www.who.int/sustainable-development/cities/health-risks/urban-green-space/en/
https://www.newgeography.com/content/003945-health-happiness-and-density
https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/images/145305/green-space-is-good-for-mental-health
https://publichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk/2016/11/09/green-space-mental-wellbeing-and-sustainablecommunities/
https://www.blackburn.gov.uk/sites/default/files/media/pdfs/SPD-Planning%20for%20Health.pdf

Nature References
Birds of Conservation Concern
https://www.bto.org/our-science/publications/psob
BBC Countryfile 10 most endangered species in the UK
https://www.countryfile.com/wildlife/10-of-the-most-endangered-animal-species-in-britain/

